THE EXPEDITION OF

HUMPHRY CLINKER

BY TOBIAS SMOLLETT

This novel, which was the last, and in many ways the
pleasantest of Smollett's, was written in the form of letters-
It relates the adventures of Matthew Bramble's family party
in their travels through England and Scotland. The members
of the party are Bramble himself, a grumpy but kind-hearted
old bachelor, who suffered with gout; his sister, Tabitha (not
surprisingly called " Mistress Tabby '*)> an old maid, prim,
prying, and altogether ridiculous, but still fully intent on
capturing a husband; his nephew, Jeremy (" Jery ") Melford,
a cheerful young gallant, and his sister, Lydia; Winifred
Jenkins, the maid; and Humphry Clinker, a ragged ostler
who enters the service of Mr, Bramble in the manner described
in the following letter.

THE BARE-BACKED POSTILION
To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jesus College, Oxon<
DEAR PHILLIPS,
Without waiting for your answer to my last,
I proceed to give you an account of our journey to
London, which has not been wholly barren of adventure.
Tuesday last the squire took his place in a hired coach
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